

June 24, 2009
PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release
Contact – Jennifer Crutchfield, 732-376-6611, jcrutchfield@jrmc.us 
JEWISH RENAISSANCE MEDICAL CENTER GOES MOBILE!
Grant from New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services Supports Purchase of Mobile Dental and Medical Center

(June 24, 2009, Perth Amboy, NJ) – The Jewish Renaissance Medical Center announces the arrival of the Project Dental Opportunities Made for Everyone (DOME) vehicle, a 38-foot ‘moving dental and medical center’.  With the support of a $300,000 “Mobile Health Center” grant from the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services coupled with additional corporate support from AmeriGroup, Investors’ Savings Bank, and GE Healthcare, JRMC launches the operations and deployment of this fully fabricated, state-of-the-art mobile medical command unit.  


“Project DOME will directly confront the severe shortage of adequate oral health services for extremely low-income and impoverished children and persons by offering the full range of preventative and primary dental care and treatment,” states Mayor Wilda Diaz.  “This ‘mobile’ approach will serve as a primary mechanism to afford our most vulnerable residents with the full range of high-quality, culturally-competent primary and preventative dental and medical care”. 

The 38-foot Winnebago has been equipped and outfitted as a state-of-the-art, moving dental practice.  With two fully functional dental chairs, in addition to the standard specifications of the vehicle’s exterior, funding support has enabled JRMC to: (1) install the heating and cooling, plumbing, electrical, and medical waste management systems required to operate a licensed dental practice; (2) ensure a sufficient supply of on-board medical and dental supplies and equipment; (3) install advanced medical technology, including the integration of a dental practice management system (dental version of electronic medical records) for the efficient tracking of patient scheduling, billing, and treatment progress; and (4) install high-level electronics and communication systems and equipment, including satellite telephones, back-up camera/monitor, and CB radio.

The design and fit-out will also enable the Project DOME vehicle to be deployed as one of the key mobile command units for the Central Jersey region in the case of an emergency, including bioterrorism.    

“Based on research and more importantly, based on our own direct experience, we know the correlation of poor dental health and overall well-being,” states Dr. Alan J. Goldsmith, President/Founder of JRMC.  “From this, coupled with the escalating demand for quality dental care, ‘bringing’ dental and medical care to our most underserved, high-risk children and families will maximize accessibility and connection to JRMC’s overall sphere of care, particularly for those persons who are disenfranchised or entirely overlooked by the mainstream healthcare system”.   
In addition to the direct funding support, the Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders has approved allowing JRMC to acquire gasoline at no cost for the Project DOME vehicle – this will result in substantial cost-savings.  As a vital security measure, the County has also allowed JRMC to park and store the vehicle at the Sayreville-based Middlesex County Fire Academy.
JRMC will deploy the vehicle at various locations throughout Middlesex County that have direct access to significant volumes of persons who are without consistent access to dental and medical care.  JRMC has formed partnerships with homeless service providers; public schools, mental health providers; foster care system; juvenile justice system; public housing authorities; houses of worship; and other key providers.  Up to this point, partners include Catholic Charities-Diocese of Metuchen, Middlesex Interfaith Partners for the Homeless, Cathedral Community Development Corporation, Perth Amboy Housing Authority; and the Perth Amboy Public Schools. 

The provision of on-site dental care will offer the full system of oral health services, inclusive of diagnostic, restorative, periodontic, and emergency services.  Patients will be referred for specialized oral health services, inclusive of endodontics, prosthodontics, implant services, orthodontics, and oral and maxillofacial surgery.  In addition, JRMC’s ‘mobile personnel’ will also establish a referral and screening process to connect Project DOME users to JRMC’s full continuum of medical and behavioral healthcare.  
“The alignment and synergy of the collective resources of government, the corporate sector, healthcare systems, and our community will have longstanding impact in providing our most medically vulnerable children and adults with the care and support to improve their dental health and their overall quality of life”, states Mark Roberts, JRMC’s Chief Executive Officer.  “We are cutting across organizational and system lines to merge our shared values and principles of serving those in greatest need”.  In the first year, JRMC anticipates serving a total of 840 persons, with an increase to nearly 1,400 persons in the second year.  
For further information or questions, please contact Jennifer Crutchfield at 732-376-6611, or jcrutchfield@jrmc.us.  
###
Profile of Jewish Renaissance Medical Center  

Established as the nation’s first ever faith-based, federally qualified health center (FQHC), the Jewish Renaissance Medical Center (established by the Jewish Renaissance Foundation) offers the full range of internal and family medicine, dental care, mental healthcare, and various areas of specialized treatment for over 30,000 impoverished children and families.  In community- and school-based health centers in Perth Amboy and Newark, JRMC offers the full lifespan of healthcare – from pediatric to geriatric caring for vulnerable newborns to frail elderly.  JRMC administers nine (9) different sites with operating income exceeding $12 million, with a growing team of over 100 professional and clinical staff.
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